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Crowds at the opening of the new Soqotra Folk Museum in Rigeleh
in Hallah on 10 January 2008. See article on Page 3.

FRIENDS OF SOQOTRA
CONFERENCE 2008

The next Annual Conference and
AGM will be held on 4—7 September
2008 in Brno, Czech Republic, at the
Mendel University of Agriculture and
Forestry. To register contact Sue at
Drsuechristie@aol.com.

The 2009 AGM is scheduled to be
held in the Gulf to allow attendance of
local members.
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WORLD HERITAGE SITE
DESIGNATION
PROGRESSING

Paul Scholte, SCDP
In response to questions raised by
IUCN-World Heritage, the Minister of
Water and Environment has organised
a series of Ministerial meetings that
culminated in a decision by the
cabinet of Ministers (Feb. 12) on the
creation of an island-wide
administration (to be called the
“Socotra Authority” for the time being),
the need of a road master plan and
various other issues raised by the
IUCN mission. This is a big step
forward in the designation of Soqotra
as a World Heritage Site.

YEMEN JOINS THE
CONVENTION ON
WETLANDS—DETWAH
LAGOON FIRST
DESIGNATED SITE

The Secretariat is very pleased to
report that we have been informed by
the Office of International Standards
and Legal Affairs at UNESCO that
Yemen deposited the instrument of
accession to the Ramsar Convention,
as amended in 1982, on 8 October
2007, and therefore the Convention
will come into force for Yemen on 8
February 2008.

The 158th Contracting Party to the
Convention has designated as its
obligatory first Ramsar site the
Detwah Lagoon in the northwest of
Socotra Island some 340 kilometres to
the south in the Indian Ocean. No
information or boundary delimitations
have yet been received for the new
Ramsar site, but we will have a site
description made up as soon as the
Ramsar Information Sheet (RIS) has
been received.

Congratulations to Yemen for its
commitment to the objectives of the
Ramsar Convention.

Dwight Peck

Communications Officer
Convention on Wetlands (Ramsar,
Iran, 1971)

CorQ?

Spelling of the main island name in
English is still controversial.
Contributors to Tayf are welcome to
use whichever spelling they prefer.

TAYF 4
PROFOUND APOLOGIES

| would like to extend my profound
apologies to all Tayf readers for the
delay in getting Tayf 4. We have
developed new arrangements for
translating and printing which we hope
will ensure this does not recur.

S sliooi .

Friends of Sogotra se




VISIT OF THE PRESIDENT TO SOQOTRA
Ali Salim Shukri Sowqer, FoS Soqotra Representative)

The President of Yemen, HE Ali Abdullah Saleh, visited Soqotra. He was met at
the airport by the Soqotra representative to the Majlis An Nawab, Sa’id Salim Ba
Haqibah (centre, turbanned) and the Brigadier (in uniform) and other officials. The
President officially opened some of the projects which have recently been
completed, a sure sign of the interest he takes in development of the island and
the conservation of its unique biodiversity both on land and at sea.

STRUCTURAL CHANGES ON SOQOTRA

Kay van Damme

In January, coinciding with the departure of the UNDP Resident Representative, it
was confirmed to SCDP staff that the UNDP Yemen would no longer support and
lead the Socotra Conservation and Development Programme. Although this was
initially expected to mean the end of the project from summer 2008, subsequent
negotiations have resulted in an extension to the timetable to at least the end of
2008. This will obviously have serious implications for the EPA/SCDP staff and
activities on Soqotra.

UNDP has already extended its support to Socotra longer than the average
duration for such programmes. Scaling down the budget in the transition period
gives a chance for looking at other funding sources, but will also result in
downsizing of personnel in this transition period.

This transition period (which may be extended to two years) will allow time for
setting up the Socotra Authority and provide a chance for restructuring based on
the experiences of the SCDP programme. This process will require a full period of
discussion (and agreement) with the different interested parties on the Island and
with others from further afield who also have knowledge of and interests in the
future of the Island and its peoples and natural heritage.

2

CYCLONE NEAR MiIss

A cyclone which was forecast to hit
Soqotora at the end of October 2007
passed with little damage but much
rain, a welcome relief to many after a
summer of drought which caused the
deaths of many goats and other
livestock.

Qadheb village was recently provided
by flood defence funded by the GEF-
Small Grant Program, a Netherlands
Embassy small grant and SCDP.
Following the rains a local
representative commented that “the
community members are happy to
observe the wadi full of water, which
rose up to 2.5 m but passed safely
through the village. The community
stood on the Wadi banks enjoying
seeing and feeling the value of the
project.”

KAY VAN DAMME IS
NEw FRIENDS OF
SOQOTRA CHAIRMAN

Friends of Soqotra is delighted to
announce that Kay Van Damme is the
new Chairman, from the AGM
meeting in Ghent in August (see page
7). Kay has visited the island many
times and was the scientific editor of
the recent Socotra—a natural
history of the islands and their
people by Catherine Cheung and
Lyndon DeVantier. Kay is finishing
his PhD at the University of Ghent,
Belgium.

CAVE NEWS

Peter De Geest

The longest cave of the Arabian World
(and even the Middle East as such),

is situated on Soqotra Island now
(>15km long!).




SOQOTRA FOLK MUSEUM

Hugh and Oliver Morris

The official opening of the new museum, by Salim Sa’id Bu Hagibah, MP for
Soqotra, took place on Thursday 10" January 2008 and was attended by over
a thousand people. It is housed in a purpose-built building in the traditional
style on the north-east coast of the island at Rigeleh.

The idea behind the museum is to help preserve the cultural history of the
island whilst the skills for making the many artefacts displayed still exist. It is
the result of much hard work and investment by its originator, Ahmad Sa’ad
Khamis Tahki Al Sogotri, with help from many other Soqotrans. Ahmad was
central to the exhibition in the Royal Botanic Gardens in Edinburgh in 2006
and this museum now extends the range of artefacts that were there
displayed. These include a beautifully equipped huri dugout canoe with
associated fishing materials, a weaving loom, camel equipment, date palm
climbing equipment, clothing, toys, jewellery and kitchen utensils. In the walled
courtyard are various specimens of local trees and a bench of the type upon
which dates in skins were formerly stored.

The opening itself was a spectacularly grand occasion. It was attended by
senior officials of all the Government Departments and Companies working on
the island, visiting Soqgotrans from the mainland and Gulf (including Al Mu’arraf
Ali Sa’ad Al Shaibani, the senior sheikh of Soqotrans in the Gulf), visitors from
Russia, Italy, The Czech Republic (including the Czech Ambassador to the
Lebanon) and the UK, as well as large numbers of local Soqotrans. In a feat of
great timing and organisation the masses were well fed at a meal that included
250 large dishes of rice with meat served with cold drinks. Five cows and thirty
three goats provided the meat. All took place in an atmosphere of great good
humour with traffic police assisting with managing the crowds and parking.

Future plans to expand the museum include a shaded sitting area where tea,
coffee and soft drinks will be available and a place where Soqotrans can offer
local handicrafts for sale. The information in the museum is currently available
only in English but is to be translated into Arabic, French, Italian, Czech and
German. The Arabic versions will be made available to schoolchildren so that
they may learn more of their island’s past.

The museum is open daily from 8:30 am to 5:30 pm. It is only 25 miles from
Hadiboh and is easily accessible via the new hard top road. It is very well
worth the visit and all concerned in its creation are to be warmly congratulated.




THE BREAKING OF THE DROUGHT

Socotra Archipelago Conservation &
. . . . . www.socotrai
The summer rains failed over most of Soqotra. This resulted in a severe period of

drought, leading to a great deal of movement of animals and their herders as they
searched out any available grazing or browse. The high central plateaus and the
Haggeher mountains were busy throughout the summer and autumn months as
cattle, sheep and goats transhumed there in search of pasture. The price of
supplementary grain was high (more than YR6,000 per 50 kg sack, and transport
costs have to be paid over and above that by those who live far from Hadiboh).

Many animals did not survive. SOCOTRA IN CHlNA

The drought finally came to an end this winter with the best kind of rains: gentle
but persistent. The island greened over and by December was an astonishingly
green and fertile sight. Rains continued to fall sporadically in December and in
January. Herders reported that their animals, exhausted by the hungry dry
months, remained unproductive, few became pregnant, and many fell sick with
scour on the new rains’ grazing. However, once the sun returned in February, the
animals’ condition improved, and their owners rejoiced in the fact that such good
rains were likely to produce grazing that would carry many of them through to the

Through a cooperative project
between Yemen and China, Essam
Al-Sulaihi (SCDP Public Relations and
Office Manager) was able to
participate in an Urban Environmental
Management workshop held in Beijing
from 16-30 Nov 2007.

60 developing countries participated in
this workshop. Essam made two
presentations in the country report day
about Socotra. One of them explained
the ongoing efforts to conserve and
develop Socotra Island, the second
one showed the uniqueness and the

CONDOLENCES

All on Soqgotra were sad to learn of
the death of Tummuh Muhammad

Hadid Il Mouri in Mukalla after a beauty of the island. The audience
enjoyed the presentations very much.

brief illness. She was a bright and
vigorous young women, heavily
involved in the Soqotra Women'’s
Develoment Association (SWDA) of
which she was the Director. She
had recently returned from a
stimulating trip to Jordan and was
full of plans and projects. She also
made time to work with Miranda
Morris and Tanuf Salim Noh on
translating songs and poetry for
their forthcoming book. She was a
fine role model for the young
women of Soqotra and will be
greatly missed. We send our
condolences and our best wishes to
her family.

The Soqotra representative for
FoS, Ali Salim Shurki, told us of the
recent death of FoS Soqotri
member, Selwa Faisal Eesa bin
Afrer, from a complication of
pregnancy. A young woman only in
her twenties, she worked in the
Soqotra Post Office. We send our
condolences to her family.

Young Socotran Sunbirds, just out of the
next. Photo: R. Porter, 10/07.



SOQOTRA TRAINING CENTRE IS TARGET OF BRITISH
YEMENI SOCIETY CHRISTMAS 2007 APPEAL

The Soqgotra Training Centre, which provides a core teaching programme of
English language and computer skills, has recently moved to new premises in
Hadibo at the Gazira Hotel.and is planning to open a branch in Qalansiyah in
February 2008. At the Centre’s school in Hadibo there are currently 130 students
studying English and 20 studying computer science—some at a very advanced
level.

Seven students have now left the Centre and have gone on to get external
scholarships in Saudi Arabia and Malaysia while six are in further education in
Aden and Mukalla. Over the last three years some 25 students have become tour
guides and translators in the tourism industry and others are working as
drivers/translators both in the tourism industry and in government departments on
the island. It is very much hoped that next year two students will start a three year
degree course in Tourism at Vienna University on MBI Al Jaber Scholarships. The
most encouraging information about all the graduates from the Centre (who
include the Governor of Hadibo) is that, even after further education abroad, they
have almost without exception returned to the island to work with and for their
fellow islanders and this commitment to their island shows no sign of weakening.
On a recent visit a team of consultants working for UNDP described the Training
Centre as ‘the most important thing happening on Soqotra’.

The demand for places at the Centre remains very strong and while all the
teachers are volunteers and find their own personal expenses, there is an
inexorable increase in costs whether in rents for the Centre itself and for teachers’
accommodation, electricity and water charges and transportation both within
Sogotra and to and from the island. These recurrent costs must be covered if the
Centre is to survive. The other main need is to find replacement computers for
those donated by the British Council some five years ago. Some of these have
already had to be replaced and others are now very slow. The Director of the
Centre would like to raise sufficient funds to purchase 12 Dell laptops enabling
four to be set aside for Qalansiya. The total cost of this would be in the order of
£6,000.

The British-Yemeni Society has been endorsing the Soqotra Training Centre
since 2005 and is hoping to raise new funds to support the running of the Centre.
All donations will be gratefully received. Cheques should be made payable to the
British-Yemeni Society, endorsed ‘Soqotra Appeal’ on the back and sent to:

John Mason
Hon. Treasurer - The British-Yemeni Society
Little Ormesby Hall
Ormesby St Michael
Norfolk NR29 3LQ

The School carries out its operations under the Development for Isolated Peoples
Programme. For more information on the work of the school and the activities of
its founders Len and Wendy Pearce, please see Page 8.

SCHOLARSHIPS TO
STUDY IN THE UK

We are pleased to announce that the
MBI Al Jaber Foundation Trust is
offering scholarships for students from
Yemen to study for a Master’s degree
in the UK.

This scholarship is open to Yemeni
nationals in all fields of studies and the
deadline for applications is 30" April
2008. The application and other
details are in
http://www.britishcouncil.org/me-
learning-funding-your-studies-mbi-
foundation.htm and
http://www.mbifoundation.com/mbi-
foundation-scholarships/scholarships-
for-yemen.html. Please email any
enquiries to info@mbifoundation.com.

| would be grateful if you could forward
this information to your contacts.

Sawsan Al Eryani

IT and Information Assistant
British Council

PO Box 2157

Sana'a, Yemen

T +967 1 448356 ext 24

F +967 1 448360

Man with a Pipe at Ma’alih.
Photo: R. Porter 10/07
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FLOODING RELIEF—
HELP FOR VICTIMS OF
2004 TsuNAMmI

In response to damage on the island
following the Asian Tsunami in
December 2004Friends of Soqotra
donatedfunds to help families affected
by the flooding. 22 families on the
island received just under 9,000 RY
each. The FoS representative for
Oman and the Gulf, Ahmad Sa’ad
Tahki, delivered $1,000 in July 2006
to Ali Salim Shukri Sowger, the FoS
Soqotra Representative.

Those receiving funds were:

In Rehen, Qa’arah: Ahmad Abdullah
Seliman Di ‘Aali, Sa’ad Salim Sa’ad Di
‘Aali, Muhammad Ahmad Fiytoon,
Seliman Sa’ad Seliman, Seleem
Abdullah Seliman, Kafyaan ‘Adon
Kafayaan.

In Helmi, Noged: Hasan Ali ‘Aamir,
Abdullah Salim Ali, Seleem Ahmad
Salim, Yahya Salim Ahmad,
Muhammad Salim Ali, Noor Sa’ad
Sa’id, Eesa Salim Ali.

In ‘Aserho, Noged: Ali Eesa Al,
Salim Muhammad Qala’saheen, Ali
Ahmad Seleem, Ali Hamoodi Ali.

In Faa’ir, Noged: Eesa Hamoodi
Eesa, Sa’ad Eesa Muhammad, Miriam
Salim A, Salim Sa’ad Salim.

In ‘Abataroh, Noged: Noh Gidaad
Seliman.




ANNUAL CONFRENCE AND AGM 2007
GHENT UNIVERSITY, BELGIUM

The 2007 FoS Conference and AGM was attended by 21 people from throughout
Europe. Presentations were given by Dana Pietsch on soil conservation in Homhil
(Page 10, Thomas Holik on plant cultivation, Petr Nemec and Kristyna Dvorackova
on restoring flagship woodland, Michael Laumann and Peter de Geest on the
Soqotra Karst Project (page 19), Edoardo Sceip on the decision support system,
Dirk Uandorpe on walls, Roderic Dutton on the environmental education project
and Rowan Salim on beekeeping (Tayf 6).

In addition to discussions around the presentations, the group discussed various
aspects of working and change on the island. The delayed appearance of Tayf 4
and methods to overcome the problems were a major topic of discussion. Tayf is
the major benefit of membership of FoS and all agreed that it is top priority to
ensure that members receive their journal in a timely fashion.

It was decided to donate FoS funds to three projects:

® Soil erosion project, for fencing and trialling protection measures—£500.
® Public Library, for rent and DVDs—£1000

® (Costs for FoS representatives for emailing—to cover costs.

New Officers were elected, including Kay van Damme as the new Chairman. A
list of other officers and Executive members is presented on page 25.

The next Annual Conference and AGM will be held on 4—7 September 2008 in
Brno, Czech Republic. The 2009 AGM is scheduled to be held in the Gulf to allow
attendance of local members.

FOS ON SOQOTRA

Members. FoS has several new members and now has 35 members on the
island (or 37 if we count Len and Wendy Pierce, who now spend most of their
time in their new flat in San’a, running operations).

Money for internet. At the AGM FoS agreed to provide YR5,000 to Ali Salim
Shukri and Mursi to facilitate internet communications. Unfortunately, the Internet
Café in Hadiboh is out of order (early 2008) but the money was provided in the
hope that it will return to service in the near future.

Tayf. FoS members are very fond of the newsletter, but regret the difficulties and
delays they have in obtaining their copies; they have provided suggestions as to
how the distribution system can be improved.

We have a new FoS representative for Soqotra, Ali Salim Shukri Sowger. Ali Salim
can be contacted at P.O. Box 111, Soqotra, Republic of Yemen, telephone 00 967
77112017

New FoS representatives in Oman and the Gulf

Oman: Issam Khamis Thabit Al Soqotri has agreed to work with Ahmad Sa’ad
Tahki to represent FoS in Oman. His contact details are as follows: Issam Khamis
Thabit Al Soqotri, P.O.B. 766, Area Code 211, Governorate of Dhofar, Sultanate of
Oman; telephone 00 968 99492584

The Gulf: Shukri Nuh Abdullah Al Harbi Di Kishin has agreed to represent FoS in
the Gulf to relieve some of the pressure on Ahmad Sa’ad Tahki (formerly FoS
representative for Oman and the Gulf). His contact details are as follows: P.O.B.
1590, ‘Ajman, U.A.E., telephone 00 97150 5775678 or 00 97150 2320808

DVDs AND PLAYER
DONATED TO AL
ZAHRA PuBLIC
LIBRARY FOR
CULTURE

Several DVDs and DVD player were
donated by FoS to the Library and
were handed over in January 2008.
As | left, installation of electricity was
nearly complete. We have a new
library committee [17 people attended
the first meeting to discuss the
library’s future] who held three
meetings during my time there (|
attended two of them) and they have
drawn up a programme of school
visits, film shows and involvement of
the primary and secondary schools as
well as the college (we have members
from each on the library committee).
They gave up their Wednesday and
Thursday afternoons one week to re-
arrange the books in a more logical
way, and have listed the books they
feel the library should obtain. | had a
donation of five hundred dollars plus
from clients of my last lecture tour in
Oman ‘to give to my favourite charity’
and they handed this over to Ahmad
(our Gulf/fOman FoS rep.) with a list of
books for him to buy in Oman. One
parcel reached me before | left, so that
seems to be working.

The new committee, the new funds
and the DVD - and especially the
feeling that others elsewhere are
supporting them - seem to have
produced a great enthusiasm for the
library. They have decided to forge
close links with the heritage and
history NGO and want the library to
become a central source for anything
on Soqotra.

DVDs provided by FoS were:
- box set of all 8 of David

Attenborough's "Life" series.
- "Planet Earth"

- "The Blue Planet"

- "Pingu" box set for children
- "Sound of Music" for fun



IMPROVED COOKING SYSTEMS ON SOCOTRA
Nadia Manasfi

During a one-week stay on Socotra in fall 2007, Catherine Cheung and | surveyed the
cooking methods in various villages all over Socotra, and introduced villagers to the idea
of improved cooking systems. Liquid petroleum gas has become quite widespread in
Hadibo, but households outside of Hadibo still use the three-stone open wood-fire for
most cooking purposes, worsening the emerging deforestation problem on the island and
leading to severe respiratory problems for many women and children who spend many
hours every day inhaling smoke while cooking. Kitchens on Socotra typically consist of a Figure 1

small hut with no, or very small, windows. Villagers explained that windows would create a  Making bread on a traditional three-

draught, using up firewood more quickly, and would also let in rain during the wet season. ~ stone wood-fire in a Shibhon Digsam.
Photo Nadia Manasfi

In addition, cooking fuel requirements can be a heavy burden on village women and
household finances. In villages relatively close to wooded areas, such as Hazahaz in
Qaara, Shibhon in Diksam and Sagara in Halleh, women spend between one and three
hours every day, or every other day, collecting firewood when they could be involved in
income-generating activities such as rug-making. In isolated, less wooded areas such as
Irisal, villagers pay a considerable share of their income to rent a truck once or twice a
month to collect firewood from a wooded area. Even though LPG is available in some
remote villages, it is generally reserved for rare occasions such as to make tea when
unexpected guests arrive. This saves spending on refilling the LPG bottles.

From our preliminary observations, we believe that the introduction of improved cooking
systems would go a long way in improving the Socotrans’ quality of life. Fuel-efficient
woodstoves (such as the one in figure 2) burn wood in a partially closed chamber which
raises combustion efficiency, thus reducing the amount of wood needed and the cooking

Figure 2
time. These stoves can also include a chimney-like channel which collects and drives Some anemaﬁvgs to the three-stone
smoke out of the kitchen, reducing indoor air pollution. open wood-fire on the left: a fuel-

efficient Rocket stove in the middle
and on the right, and a box solar

Solar cooking could be another completely clean alternative cooking method. There are cooker in the background. Source:
many different kinds of solar cookers to suit different pot sizes, weather conditions, http://solarcooking.wikia.com/wiki/lmag

. . e:Ruth_Whitfield_demonstrating_two_
affordability and durability needs. In one way or another, the cooker concentrates the aspects_of_the_integrated_cooking_m
sun’s rays on the pot containing food. The food takes longer to cook, but it can be left ethod.jpg

without supervision and stirring, freeing up the women. With a home-made panel cooker
made of cardboard and aluminium foil, Catherine and | prepared some simple meals
(tomatoes, beans, onions, etc.) in several villages; it was always very satisfying to see the
initial looks of disbelief on the villagers’ faces turn into big smiles once they tasted the
food and realized the cooker actually works! Cooked food can also be placed in insulated
baskets which keep the food warm for hours, eliminating the need to reheat it on a fire.

Sheikha Belhaf, who works at the Socotra Women’s Development Association (SWDA),
accompanied us to several villages. Well aware of the condition and needs of the
villagers, she was most helpful in facilitating the flow of ideas and information during our
visits. As a result of the villagers’ interest, Sheikha has begun preparing a proposal to
seek funding for the introduction of improved cooking systems on Socotra, through the
GEF-Small Grants Programme and other sources. The funds raised would be used to

purchase simple materials and provide training for the construction and correct use of Figure 3

fuel-efficient and solar cooking systems. It is our hope that with Sheikha’s enthusiasm and Demonstrating how a solar cooker
assistance from SCDP, FOS and willing individuals, SWDA and other women groups will foﬂfﬂrsoir: t%ir(\j/ﬁlc;agrg :Pﬂ;ﬁmlr;z?to
receive the needed support to realize such a project for the benefits of Socotran women Nadia Manasfi

and children.

Nadia can be contacted at nmanasfi@gmail.com



ACTIVITIES OF THE NGO

DEVELOPMENT FOR ISOLATED PEOPLES—DIP
Len Pierce

Citrus Nurseries

Three small nurseries for citrus were built, with one to go in at Noged this year. They have 2300 root stock for citrus growing in
bags in the nurseries, and after budding they will be distributed free of charge to all persons on the island who have a fenced
garden and who want some trees. They believe that fruit trees grown domestically and which do not self-propagate will have
no effects on the Soqotran native plants. In the month of January a group is coming to the island with GPS units and a
digitized map of Soqotra to try and take readings on all the enclosed "gardens" to be ready for later distribution to all the
relevant settlements.

Project for Solar Desalinisation Unit

An experimental solar desalinisation unit is on the way from Melbourne to Soqotra. It is a simplified version of a unit
developed by a friend of Len which was re-built and designed by friends in an engineering workshop in Melbourne. The plan is
to set up a workshop on the island, train Sogotrans how to make them and produce them for about $50 per unit.

At the first trials the conversion rate of sea water to fresh was about 6 litres per day. Two or three of these per household
would provide enough clean fresh water for a day. Neet and Abdul Kuri are two areas where they would be of great benefit.
The unit is made from a 44 gallon drum slit lengthways, to make two units. This half drum is set in a wooden box made from
12 ply, which is painted black and sealed against rot. The set angle is 15 degrees to gain a full trickle down the glass to a
narrow plastic conduit which runs the water through a hole in the wall to a sealed container. The box has a glass lid setin a
wooden frame which clamps down onto the upper rim of the half drum with a rubber seal underneath the wooden frame.
Each night about 9 inches of sea water (or unclean water from a well), is placed in the drum ready for the morning sunrise
and its working day.

Project for Solar Home Systems

Energy SOLutions - for isolated communities has as its objective to supply and install Photovoltaic (PV) solar panels in
isolated communities in Yemen (initially in Socotra and Mahrah) where there is no immediate prospect of connection to the
national electricity grid. This proposal is firstly in response to the needs of these communities for electrical energy and
secondly the current concerns about climate change and the need to reduce, as much as possible, dependence on fossil fuel
use which is the main cause of global warming. Each unit will provide for 3 or 4 light bulbs, a fridge, a TV, and maybe a fan if
carefully selected. The cost is about $2000 US per set up, including the transport to the island. Economies of scale would
set in if around 30 per annum were purchased and installed over the next two years, and this is what DIP has agreed with the
government to do. The project is starting in the Mahra Governorate, and will extend to Soqotra as soon as the Mahra project
is underway.

The NGO also includes the activities of the Socotra Training Project (see page 5).

Family Washday at Qalinsaya. Photo: R. Porter The Citrus Nursery - Photo Len Pearce
10/07.



NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL DAY ACTIVITIES ON SOCOTRA IN
2007: SOIL CONSERVATION IN HOMHIL

DANA PIETSCH
At first view, soil erosion on Socotra seems to be a minor problem. This appraisal is based on the fact that on the one hand
the island is poor in soil resources, and on the other hand research on the island has to date focussed on biodiversity. The rich
biodiversity is, of course, the most important and the most beautiful argument for protecting the unique floral and faunal
richness of Socotra, but what would terrestrial biodiversity be without soils? Another reason for the investigation of soils is the
strategy for environmental protection in Yemen (EPA, 1999; EPC, 1999, 2000; FAO-UNCCD-UNDP, 2000).

Despite the fact that the National Action Plan to Combat Desertification aims to conserve biodiversity, the sustainable use of
natural resources and the revitalization of traditional land use practices (FAO-UNCCD-UNDP, 2000), there is an increasing
problem of soil erosion and land degradation in Yemen (Yemen Times 25.10.2007, p.7). As shown in the article ‘Soil Erosion
in Homhil: Some Background’ (see Page 12) the social changes of the 1970s indirectly caused erosion problems when
people started to settle in permanent homes around the valley and basin floors. Herd numbers increased and grazing and
breeding patterns changed. Since soil degradation is man induced, the only way to combat the problem is for the people to do
something about this problem.

Results of soil investigations show that in the Homhil Protected Area erosion due to soil structure and humus loss has
increased drastically. In a period of only three years it was estimated that there had been a loss of about 40 m? soil within a
single gully (Socotra Final Soil Report, 2008). Soil loss and the uprooting of trees inevitably lead to a decrease in soil fauna.
This was recognized by everyone during the National Environmental Day action in Homhil from 20 to 22 February 2007, which
was supported by the inhabitants of Homhil, SCDP, EPA and RBGE (Figures 1 and 2). The first step in soil preservation
(without starting cultivation) was to build sediment traps in gully LZ 1 (see map in Tayf 4, p.16). Sixteen walls were made from
wadi gravel to catch sediments transported along the gully by runoff during the rainy season (Figures 3 to 5). The traps are
checked by Abdallah Salem (Conservation Officer in Homhil), and are supervised yearly by myself. Further steps such as tree
planting are planned for 2008 or 2009, depending on the amount of material accumulated. Endemic plants are available from
the Botanic Garden in Homhil. Tree planting on sediments behind walls imitates the quasi-natural eco-niche function of walls,
well recognised in many regions of Socotra. Such a gentle method of soil conservation on a local scale is an important step
towards achieving one aim of the environmental politics of Yemen: namely protecting natural resources in a, hopefully,
sustainable way.

Contact: dana.pietsch:uni-tuebingen.de

W E

V4

0m

Figure 5: Distribution of sediment traps in a 100 m long gully, central part of Homhil basin floor (W=walls,
J. =Jatropha, B.=Boswellia).
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Figures 3 and 4: Sediment traps (left W4 to W6; right W2)

RED SEA IV: CONNECTED
HINTERLANDS

Building upon the Society for Arabian Studies’ successful Red Sea biennial
conference series, the Centre for Maritime Archaeology of the University of
Southampton is delighted to bring Red Sea IV to Southampton on

25—26 September 2008.

Red Sea IV explores themes of connection and communication across and along
the Red Sea through the material culture, anthropology, ethnography, history,
and languages of peoples living in the hinterlands of the sea from the earliest

times to the early modern period.

Red Sea IV Committee, Centre for Maritime Archaeology, University of
Southampton, Avenue Campus, Highfield, Southampton SO17 1BF, UK. Email:
redsea@soton.ac.uk. Conference website: www.arch.soton.ac.uk/redsea08
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SoiL EROSION IN HOMHIL: SOME BACKGROUND

MIRANDA MORRIS & DANA PIETSCH

Homhil is an intra-mountain basin in Momi (eastern Soqotra), bounded by steep limestone slopes. Vegetated with open
woodland of Boswellia (frankincense), Commiphora and Dracaena cinnabari (dragon’s blood), it is one of the Protected
Areas of the island in recognition of its rich biodiversity. The people of Homhil (of the Tahki, Shermat, Sowqger and Maksher
tribes), are principally pastoralists. They also cultivate date-palms and some are seasonal fisherman. They live in some 12
permanent settlements around the valley floor, which is called ga’ or noged. A spring, Dhiyef, is the only permanent water
source of the area, though there are seasonal streams and shallow wells used for watering date-palms and, formerly, for the
cultivation of finger-millet. At a few sites near houses vegetables and herbs are cultivated.

The rich biodiversity of Homhil is based on diverse relief units, local limited surface water availabilities and the specific soil
distribution pattern. Within the basin red soils, called kerkeherare, common. Because of very slight inclination the surface
water infiltrates the clayey-sandy soils: that is, if no channels concentrate the water and accelerate it down the slope. At sites
with white soils soil erosion has already been occurring for a few decades. Where one finds rock at the surface, like in the
south western part of the basin, soil erosion is already at the final stage.

From the soil science point of view the main reasons for erosion are loss of humus and structure in the top soils, mainly due
to the increasing numbers of goats and feral donkeys. While cattle and sheep typically do not disturb the soil surface that
much when seeking shade beneath trees and walking along habitual paths, donkeys and goats are the main cause of land
surface damage: they go everywhere, eat everything, and the latter cause dimples when lolling. Dimples are the initial stages
of gullies and other erosion forms (see Tayf 4, p. 16). Since physical causes of soil erosion as the overexploitation of natural
resources are well-known, the social reasons for erosion on Socotra should be discussed in more detail.

PRIOR TO THE 1970s

Pastoralists and their livestock used to live in caves on the limestone plateau, sometimes moving out into brushwood shelters
during the hot summer and monsoon seasons. Here, browse for their closely-herded livestock was to be found, as well as
plant food for the people. After rain, the stock was brought down to graze the grasses of the valley and basin floors, for a
short time only; otherwise they were herded on the mountain slopes (goats) or around the high plateaus (sheep and cattle).

As well as plots of fingermillet, a few date-palms were grown in Homhil. However, the majority of the inhabitants had to move
elsewhere during the monsoon months to earn precious dates in exchange for working at the date harvest.

Intra-mountainous basin of Homhil

Legend
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At the approach of the winter rains, there was a general migration of
people and livestock to the interior plains areas of Momi, where they
remained until the arrival of summer. Then they moved back to Homhil
to pollinate the date-palms and harvest the fingermillet. Many moved
down to the coastal plain of Hallah to survive the long, dry months of
the summer on what the sea produced.

Around the periphery of the valley floor a number of small, circular
stone huts were built, their principal purpose being to function as
secure storehouses for the dates, ghee and cereals.

CHANGES

When the Socialist Government (PDRY)) took over control of Soqotra in
the late 1960s, people were encouraged to move down from the more
remote, higher areas and to build more permanent, improved housing.

In 1968 the road to the eastern tip of Soqotra, at Gemgemo, was
pushed through (roads to Noged and Qalansiyah followed), built by
hand by local labour, working alongside soldiers and members of the
local militias, in exchange for food. The Government introduced the
regular and reliable distribution of basic foodstuffs at subsidised prices.
This transformed the harsh and hungry life of the islanders.

House-building too was subsidised, with lorry and boatloads of cement
and timber being delivered. The householder collected suitable stone
and felled the necessary timber, the government where possible helped
with improved tools and transport. It was a co-operative venture, the
house-builder being responsible for feeding all those working with him.

The Government also undertook the redistribution of land in the coastal
plains and foothills of Hallah, making further settlement possible and
increasing the cultivation of date-palms around the foothill springs. The
fishing sector was developed and many who had no previous
landrights in the region were able to settle along the coastal plain to
profit from it.

Many people moved down from the mountains to settle in permanent
homes along the coast, or, in Homhil, around the valley floor, where
the isolated stone storehouses of earlier years developed into villages
as families clustered together. Although to the present eye many of
these villages look as if they have been there for generations, the bulk
of the houses even of Gifigifiyun village - the largest settlement in
Homhil - were only built some 40 years ago.

The annual winter migration away from Homhil to other areas of Momi
came to an end. With new sources of income, livestock-rearing became
less central to the life of the people of Homhil. The chance of a school
education, grasped eagerly by people here, also meant fewer children
at home to undertake many of the herding tasks.

The collapse of controlled breeding and close herding and seasonal
movement of livestock meant that increasing numbers of animals spent
more and more time around the settlements. No longer managed as in
the past, only disease and drought have prevented the numbers
reaching uncontrollable proportions.

Al-Zahra Library for
Culture

Miranda Morris

The library is being used by more and more
people, and the Library Committee has been
expanded. Books have been purchased by the
Library Committee, and many were donated by
the American Institute of Yemeni Studies as well
as by individual well-wishers.

Thanks to a donation from Richard Pont and his
fellow-travellers to Soqotra, a DVD player and
screen were purchased in November. This will
travel out to Sogotra with the FOS Oman
representative, Ahmad Sa’ad Tahki, in January
2008. Atthe 2007 AGM of the Friends of Soqotra
it was decided to donate the sum of £1,000 to the
Public Library, as well as funds to purchase
suitable films for showing to the general public.
We are starting with the David Attenborough
nature film, and hope to hold film evenings in the
library.

Ms. Margaret Munro has also donated money
towards the library. Further donations of books or
funds are always needed: readers might be
encouraged by the words of Dr. Sa’ad Al
Kaddomi, the head of the Library Committee:

“The establishment of the Al-Zahra Library for
Culture is a very wise target to solve the core
problem of the island. The decision to spread
knowledge and science is vital: first of all
because you know very well that to build the
person it is very important to feed the brain with
knowledge and science - this organ which can
later on feed the stomach. This gift to Soqotra
Island is very valuable and very important. The
idea of a public library on the island was a very
wise decision: it will promote knowledge and
experience between the generations. This
decision met with great approval from the local
council and community, who greet your strong
efforts. The library today contains many different
references in both the Arabic and English
languages. Today in the library there is a section
for children and a section about the history of the
island; also, very important are very valuable and
expensive encyclopaedias. The library today is a
big treasure: we can see it is the main source of
knowledge and culture in the history of the
island”.
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TEN YEARS ON....
CATHERINE CHEUNG

Ten years ago, with my husband Lyndon, | moved to Hadibo to work with the GEF-UNDP biodiversity project. At that time we
were fortunate to develop strong friendships with many of today’s SCDP team. After three years of life-changing experience,
we reluctantly left for home. Since the day we left, we longed to see our dear friends again, and increasingly we were anxious
to feel for ourselves how life on Socotra might be changing. During the research and writing of our book with Kay Van
Damme, we heard from many friends and colleagues that the island had changed — the roads, the tourists, the fishing, the
rubbish... Yet nothing quite prepared us for what was in store, on our brief return visit after seven years away.

Our arrival at Mouri Airport, aboard a sleek Yemenia jetliner rather the deafening old army transport planes of the previous
decade, was certainly different. Instead of standing in the dusty airfield, collecting our bags from the unceremonious heap of
cartons and bushels, we were herded into a substantial airport building, just two amongst many “white-faced” strangers,
mostly international tourists escorted by Yemenis speaking a variety of foreign languages. Quickly though, familiar faces, firm
hand-shakes and Socotri greetings made us feel at home. The tarmac road to Hadibo, with its sheer cliff edges and
conspicuous lack of guard rails, led us rapidly to the SCDP offices, under construction when we left in 2000. Listening to the
work progress of our colleagues from ‘the old days’, we were very impressed by their dedication and continued commitment to
Socotra’s future. During our conversations we were initially surprised by the regular ringing of mobile phones, a recent
introduction, highlighting the fact that Socotra has now well and truly joined the ‘global village’.

Yet in the Hadibo suk, navigating the dirt streets, the derelict trucks, the pressed layers of cans and bottles, it seemed things
hadn’t changed that much, at least until we passed many new shops and saw the expansion of the town’s boundaries. To the
credit of many dedicated individuals and agencies, there are now several local groups and projects displaying their work and
produce in town and elsewhere on the island; notably the two Socotra women'’s associations and their training centres, the
Socotra Honey Centre, the much expanded Socotra Botanic Garden Nursery, Soqotra Folk Museum (Hallah), and local
handicraft shops in Diksam and elsewhere.

Fish kill at Sirihin Lagoon, where the new
road has blocked all water flow between
the lagoon and the sea, 1 Nov 07.

Destruction to vegetation and natural habitats
is massive along poorly built roads, such as
near Diksam, Oct 07.
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Our drive to Diksam and onto the Noged was a real shock. No doubt, the new (not so new
now) roads have benefited some remote villages. But the scars on the hillsides remain an
ugly and long-lasting testimony to a ‘development’ project conducted without due respect for
nature. Sadly this does not manifest itself only on land. Sections of the north coast have also
been damaged, ecologically and scenically, by bad road construction. The once turquoise
water along the Hallah coast was, at the time of our visit, a milky tea colour, as the NE
monsoonal winds and waves eroded the dumped road spoil. The sediment plume could be
seen for miles, likely impacting food webs, fisheries production and local livelihoods. When
the linkages between riverine, estuarine and coastal ecosystems are disrupted, ecological
damage usually follows. A graphic illustration occurred the day before we left, when we
witnessed a major fish kill at Sirihin lagoon just outside Hadiboh. The road has blocked the
essential exchange between the lagoon and the sea. Understandably, local residents and
SCDP/EPA were outraged by what had happened, as they had opposed such road
construction from the beginning and had argued strongly (though in vain) for a bridge which
would have maintained water flow and helped to prevent such a disaster.

In the latter regard, many visitors to Socotra, both old and new, have camped near the
uniquely beautiful Erehen spring on the north-eastern coast. When visitors were few and
environmentally responsible, the spring and stream remained in good condition. However,
with rapidly increasing use, negative impacts have become obvious. During our brief visit, we
were dismayed to find discarded bottles, cans, plastic bags, toilet paper and excrement, and
a profusion of blue-green algae in the once crystal clear stream. Ironically, Erehen’s
popularity as a tourist camp-site has degraded its natural attraction, and impacted its
freshwater ecosystem. To halt further degradation, consideration should be given to closing
this highly sensitive area to camping. This should reduce most of the current impacts from
overuse and abuse. Of even greater concern, however, is the road being built to Irisal. At
the time of writing, construction was rapidly approaching the spring. This stretch of road,
unless built to the highest environmental standard, as advised by SCDP/EPA, could
permanently damage or destroy this very special area.

Beyond the thoroughfares, however, life seems to have changed relatively little. Villagers still
welcomed us with hospitality few in the western world would offer. Their dependence on the
land, sea, weather and their animals seems as strong as they were a decade ago. Women
and girls still cook in tiny, smoky kitchens with firewood they collect from near and far. New
schools and clinics have been built, but some remain without teachers and doctors. The work
of SCDP, government agencies and local community groups remains extremely important
and challenging. Our collective support for Socotra and its people, through FOS, SCF, other
institutions, or as individuals, is needed as much now as ever.

PN,

Blue-green algal growth at the
polluted stream of Erehen, 29 Oct
07.

These photographs are
reproduced in colour at
the centre of the
magazine.

Sediment plume from
erosion off Ras Heybaq is
evident of the destructive
road construction practices
widespread along Socotra’s
coastal cliffs. Photo by
Nadia Manasfi, 2 Nov 07.
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ALTERNATIVE MEDICINE FLOURISHING IN HADIBOH
Miranda Morris

The clinic for alternative (herbal) medicine managed by Tanuf Salim Nuh Di Kishin is being astonishingly successful. Just to
give the figures for one month: between the dates of 15! October and 2™ November 2007, 543 patients visited the clinic. Much
of this success | am sure is due to Tanuf’s decision to give his patients a free trial sample of the medicine, and they only pay if
it proves successful for them and they return to collect more. His prices, moreover, are extremely modest. He keeps records
not only of each patient’'s name and where he or she comes from, but also of what medicines were given and how successful
they were in relieving the specific complaint. To date his greatest successes have been with muscle and joint pain,
headaches of all sorts, skin conditions and pains of the stomach. He has also had an exciting success with infertility, the
women not paying anything unless they do indeed become pregnant.

When | was there, | saw busloads of patients arriving from both the eastern and western ends of the island: men, women and
children. At certain times of the day there is a steady queue outside the door of his clinic, and his mobile phone never seems
to stop ringing. At present Tanuf has secretarial assistance for some hours each day to record details of his patients, but if
this success continues he will surely have to take on extra staff to help prepare the medicines: the plants have to be gathered
in the correct condition and then laboriously processed (by drying and powdering, for instance, or by crushing and extracting
the juices).

Increasingly the local pharmacies, and even doctors, are referring people to him, and as its reputation has grown, many senior
officials have visited the clinic. He now receives patients from the mainland and even calls for advice from the Gulf. It will be
interesting to see how it develops. We wish him well.

HOMHILL BOTANIC GARDEN

Miranda Morris

The Hombhil botanic garden, begun in 2004, is the project of Khamees Umr Tahki of the village of Liyah in Homhil, with help
and support from other members of his family in Homhil and also from his uncles, Ali Sa’ad in the Gulf and Ahmad Sa’ad in
Oman.

The good news of 2007 is that, to his great delight, some seedlings of plants of major importance have come up in his
enclosure which are self-sown. They include 16 Maerua angolensis, 27 Boswellia ameero (frankincense), one Commiphora
ornifolia and also clumps of Euphorbia schimperi. This is particularly interesting, as not a single seedling of such plants
came up in the exclosure set up by the RBGE team in Homhil in 1996.

He has also regularly been collecting and sowing seeds. Of those sown, to date, all the Sterculia africana and Commiphora
ornifolia seeds have come up. From the very beginning Khamees has been keeping careful records of which seeds and
which cuttings were sown and when. He has reports that plants from cuttings grow more quickly than those sown as seed.

In 2007 he also experimented with taking branches of a large Boswellia ameero tree badly damaged by the winds of the last
monsoon season and transplanting them around the parent tree - now in a very poor condition. Some of these have taken,
as | saw when | visited Homhil in January, and are beginning to put out small leaves.

Khamees has also collected from the wild a small number of seedlings of Commiphora ornifolia and Boswellia ameero which
he found growing beneath a Commiphora parvifolia tree, and has transplanted them into his enclosure. He also found and
transplanted some Lannea transulta seedlings found at some distance from the parent tree. All these are growing well.

He has recently received funds which will enable him to take the next step of moving his young plants out of the enclosure.
He will extend piping from the well and storage tanks in the enclosure so that he can hand-water the young saplings until
they are well established. He will protect each young tree by surrounding it with date-rib fencing.

He is very happy to show anyone around his garden and welcomes queries.
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SOQOTRA EXHIBITION UPDATE
Lisa Banfield, RBGE

After an extremely successful exhibition in Edinburgh, arrangements are being
made for the materials to be sent to the British Council in Sana’a, where the
exhibition will open in late November or December before moving on to Aden.
The aim of the exhibition was always to focus attention on one of the world’s most
significant areas of biodiversity. Through close collaboration between the RBGE
and partners in Yemen we have already begun to achieve this aim. However, the
actual appearance of the exhibition on Yemeni soil will surely further increase
knowledge and respect of the natural history and culture of Soqgotra.

The showing in Edinburgh received 56,416 visitors, including Prince Charles. 639
children enjoyed Soqotran Storytelling and 290 got more actively involved by
painting pots, spinning wool and learning games that children play in Soqotra. 150
people attended a debate on the subject of ecotourism on the island; a true
reflection of the concern people have to preserve its uniqueness and special
qualities.

Some Visitors’ Comments:

What an interesting exhibition. | will come back with the rest of my family!!

Thanks!

(age 13) Edinburgh 13.07.06 Exhibit showing the inside of a Socotran house
A real delight and inspiration A family admiring Socotran pottery (below)
Edinburgh 17.08.06

Really worthy highlights of a ‘hidden’ Garden of Eden
Scotland 12.08.06

Wonderful: every aspect of life and place displayed and explained.
Texas 27.08.06

Our thanks go out to all the sponsors of the exhibition: Dr Abdulaziz Ali Al-Quaiti,

Omar Mohammed Omar, FOS, British Council Yemen, Yemeni British Friendship
Association, British-Yemeni Society, SCF and SCDP. Last but not least, to all the
people of Socotra who donated materials that made the exhibition possible.

SOQOTRA EXHIBITION GOES TO ADEN

The Sogotra exhibition is scheduled to open in Aden at the Institute of Fine Arts on 16 December 2007. The plan is to be in
Aden for about six weeks over Eid and then to move to Sana'a. It is hoped that the long gallery (recently refurbished) in the
National Museum will be the ultimate home for the Exhibition. This is a beautiful space but would require a major rethink of
the exhibition to fit it all in. The man in charge of setting it up is Salah Salem at the British Council. His e-mail is
Salah.Salem@ye.britishcouncil.org for further information.
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PERMANENT EXHIBITION ON SOQOTRA ISLAND

MUSEUM OF ETHNOGRAPHY AT LEIPZIG,
FROM 15" OF FEBRUARY, 2008

Lothar Stein

The objects which are on show in the new permanent exhibition of the Grassi
Museum of Ethnography in Leipzig (Museum fiir V6lkerkunde) were collected
during 1984/85 and in 1989 on the island of Soqgotra by the author and his wife.
Among the most ancient objects of our exhibition are two large pieces of coral
which are used instead of bricks for constructing their traditional houses, and so
called “fire sticks” which are still used by people who are living in the mountain
areas for making fire.

The exhibition shows around 100 objects from the traditional mode of life in
Soqotra and are produced either by the inhabitants or imported by trade from
other countries and used by the inhabitants in their daily life, like a big “modern”
spoon from Japan which is used in the kitchen instead of the former wooden
spoon, which is also shown in the exhibition.

Some of the handicrafts are made by women only, like the handwoven woolen
mats which are also exported to the mainland, and different kinds of ceramics.
Objects of iron like large knives and fishing hooks are made by the local
blacksmith. Dragon’s blood resin and frankincense from Soqotra are also
exhibited. A highlight of the show is the figure of a Soqotran woman dressed with
a red garment with silver edging and a beautiful veil with silver ornaments around
the head. The show will be open to the public for an extended period.

MY MINI SOQOTRA EXHIBITION
JOHN FARRAR

Since | returned from my last visit to Soqotra in 2003 | have given a number of
illustrated talks to various local groups and societies in and around my home town
of Hayle in Cornwall. In addition to showing videos and photographs through my
video projector from a DVD player, | also had a number of photographs on display
for the audience to view before and after my talk. These photographs always
created interest and | spent many minutes explaining the circumstances under
which they were taken.

From time to time | visited my local library to find that there was often a display of
paintings by a local artist. So | thought “Why not my Soqotra photographs?” So |
asked the library staff if it would be possible to have a small display of my
photographs. | was booked to create the display in 14 months time!!!

My photographs are all mounted on a light, foam board which prevents them from
curling and each has four pieces of Velcro stuck to the back. For this display |
decided to have a map of Soqotra as the centrepiece of one side of the display,
with the map surrounded by photos joined to the map by a thin ribbon so viewers
could see what the scenery was like in various parts of the island.

The display lasted for four weeks and attracted quite a lot of interest, according to
the library staff. The library charged me just £5.00 for the loan of their display
boards which | think was money well spent.
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S0QOTRA KARST PROJECT (YEMEN), 2000 - 2004
REVIEW BY MICHAEL LAUMANNS

In 2006 editor Peter de Geest and the Speleoclub Berlin have released a detailed
compilation on the work done by (mainly) Belgian cave experts on Sogotfra Island.
The publication covers the six expeditions made by the SKP to Soqotra Island
through December 2004.

The volume was published in English language in the series “Berliner
héhlenkundliche Berichte” and presents a summary of the Soqotra Karst Project
(SKP) - an ongoing multidisciplinary speleological investigation. The studies are
being conducted by SKP in close co-operation with several Yemeni and other
international project partners.

A total of 28 caves are described in the booklet yielding 22,707 m of passageway.
The longest cave explored up to 2004 was Giniba Cave at 7.5 km, while the
deepest one in 2004 was Pit Cave (-145 m). Twelve more caves were visited but
not surveyed, however three of them were sketched. Some of the caves provide
significant freshwater resources. The scientific achievements with regard to
speleothem dating for paleoclimate research are briefly explained, together with
the biospeleological discoveries (Kay van Damme) and intriguing archaeological
remains found underground.

SO AA KARET PROMTT
ITERAEN ), 3000 - 2004

The book is bound in a plastic sleeve, has 69 pages and comes with foldable
maps, colour photo tables, numerous maps and surveys. More details are
available at http://www.speleo-berlin.de/d_publikationen.php

The retail sales price is 15 EUR and requires payment in advance (or a purchase
from specialised caving book stores like
http://www.speleoprojects.com/html/ge/main_home.html or
http://www.speleobooks.com/catindex.html).

MUKHTARAT MIN AL-ADAB AL-SOQOTRI (‘SELECTIONS FROM SOQOTRI CULTURE’)
BY FEHED SELEEM KAFAYAN AL SHizABI. PUBLISHED 2006
REeVIEW BY MIRANDA MORRIS
Paperback of 132 pages. Funded by The American Institute for Yemeni Studies and the Socotra Conservation Fund.

There are four sections:

SECTION ONE (pps 11-22 ) General Introduction to Soqotra: history, geography, climate, myth and legend, the
Soqotri language.
(pps 25-30) Introduction to Soqotri poetry

SECTION TWO (pps 32-82) Modern Poetry: 41 pieces varying in length from 3 to 19 lines
SECTION THREE (pps 85-95) Traditional Songs: 6 examples of different kinds of traditional song
SECTION FOUR (pps 98-128) Prose with poetry: 19 traditional stories and wise sayings

(pps 129-135) Some Soqotri traditions
The Soqotri of the poetry and songs is transcribed in Arabic characters. This is followed by a translation into Arabic.

This is an interesting book and the author is greatly to be congratulated for his efforts in collecting modern poetry from
poets who are still composing. The sections on earlier traditional material are rather more meagre. The majority of the
pieces in Section Four were previously translated by the author for the forthcoming work on The Oral Art of Sogotra by Dr.
Miranda Morris and Tanuf Salim Nuh.

A surprising omission is that the funding from The American Institute for Yemeni Studies is not acknowledged.
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SO0COTRA — A NATURAL HISTORY OF THE ISLANDS AND THEIR PEOPLE

CATHERINE CHEUNG AND LYNDON DEVANTIER
SCIENCE EDITOR: KAY VAN DAMME
ODYSSEY BOOKS AND GUIDES, AIRPHOTO INTERNATIONAL, HONG KONG. 408 PAGES.

Since its publication in Oct 2006, the book has received several reviews:
“It is a superb and even inspirational book.” Edward O. Wilson

“... Itis without doubt the definitive study of the unique natural history of this extraordinary island ... a synthesis and treasure
house of the combined knowledge of various researchers during the last decade, ... a celebration of Socotra’s uniquely
precious heritage ... a rallying cry for its understanding and conservation. ...” Douglas Botting, The British-Yemeni Society
Journal, 2007

"... the first full natural history of the flora, fauna and people of these islands." Nature (Vol. 445, 4 Jan 07)

"... a splendid achievement - rich, fascinating, scholarly, wonderfully comprehensive and beautifully produced.” Tim
Mackintosh-Smith

"It is a very successful book in that it combines both the coffee-table approach with enough good scientific information to give
it substance, interest, and appeal." Charles Sheppard, J. Nat. Hist., 41 (2007), 481.

A few copies remain at NHBS Environment Bookstore, UK (www.nhbs.com) and
SCF, Yemen (essamthabet@socotraisland.org).

SOQOTRA
ISLAND’S
HISTORY

A book written by a Soqotran living
in one of the Gulf states was
published in 2007.
The book is by Ahmad bin Saad bin
Khamis al-Anbali and entitled "The
Soqotra Island's History" ("Tarikh
Gazirat Soqotra"). It has 300 pps (6
chapters and 222 titles together with
additions and photos). This
information was published in Ath-
Thawra central Yemeni newspaper
Dec. 27, 2007 with the photo of the
book:
http://www.althawranews.net/detaile
Crown-of-thorns seastars s.aspx?newsid=12282.
are voracious predators

of reef-building corals

the Indo-Pacifi
Hegion. On Socotra, SOQOTRI FOLK TALES
these remain uncommon.
Photo by C. Cheung.

The second part of Vladimir Agofonov’s publication on Bismilla Soqgotran tale e-
printed in CLN. The second part of it has now also been published in CLN:
Volume XXXII No. 1 ISSN 1548-1484 WINTER, 2007.
hss.fullerton.edu/linguistics/ cln/pdf/agafonov-bismilla2.pdf

Its German translation is also available now in German-Yemeny Friendship
Society magazine Jemen-Report, Jahrgang 38, Heft 2, 2007 s. 26-27 - translated
by Dr. Marieke Brandt (illustrated with one of my photos of Sogotran people from
the late 1970s).

20



Research

SHIFTING BASELINE —
OCEAN “BESIEGED”

CATHERINE CHEUNG

In 1995, fish biologist Daniel Pauly coined the term “shifting baselines”. Since then, the concept has been applied in many
disciplines, from environmental science to health, sports, education, economy and even the entertainment industry.

“Shifting baselines are the chronic, slow, hard-to-notice changes in things ... Among environmentalists, a baseline is an
important reference point for measuring the health of ecosystems. It provides information against which to evaluate change.
It's how things used to be. ... In an ideal world, the baseline for any given habitat would be what was there before humans
had much impact. ... If we know the baseline for a degraded ecosystem, we can work to restore it. But if the baseline shifted
before we really had a chance to chart it, then we can end up accepting a degraded state as normal -- or even as an
improvement.” Randy Olson (www.shiftingbaslines.org).

“Shifting baselines” can be observed all around us, even on Socotra. For someone who first visited Socotra a decade ago (or
earlier), and returned, these shifted baselines are especially noticeable: the number of vehicles, the time taken to travel from
one end of the island to the other, the number of houses and shops in Hadibo, the increased popularity of Arabic and foreign
languages over Socotri, etc... Less obvious to most visitors are changes that are occurring in the ocean: the shrinking
number and size of sharks and many pelagic fishes, the declining densities of reef fish and lobsters, the health and integrity
of coral reefs and other coastal-ocean ecosystems.

For Socotrans who have lived through gradual changes, especially the younger generations, the “shifting baselines” may not
be obvious, perhaps until they ask an elderly fisherman: “how do you remember the old fishing days when you were a little
boy?” The “baseline” of a 60 year-old fishermen (and indeed that of his great grandfather) is naturally rather different from
that of his grandson’s.

On the other side of the world in Jamaica, renowned coral reef ecologist Jeremy Jackson of the Scripps Institution of
Oceanography has noted, "Virtually nothing remains of the vibrant, diverse coral reef communities | helped describe in the
1970s ... Between overfishing, coastal development and coral bleaching, the ecosystem has been degraded into mounds of
dead corals covered by algae in murky water."

The danger comes when we lose the important reference points with the older generations passing away, and if we do not
have clear documentation of how things used to be. We run the risk of accepting continually declining standards, be it of
environmental quality, fishery production or ecosystem health. As Socotrans, or friends of Socotra, let us stay alert and not
lose sight of the past. Let us work together to maintain, if not restore, the natural wealth and heritage of the islands, in
whatever ways we can.

For more information on shifting baselines, go to www.shiftingbaselines.org.

The rock lobster Panulirus homarus
inhabits crevices in reef and rocky
overhangs around Socotra.

Fishery pressure on this and other species
has increased rapidly, with installation of
cold stores, improved air and road
transport, an escalating demand for export
and the rise in tourism. Reef fishes are also
increasingly exploited. Target groups such
as the Lethrinids (emperors) have already
suffered substantial decline at some sites
on the north coast, both within and outside
the designated marine sanctuaries.
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S0QOTRI: A KEY TO UNIQUE ORAL SEMITIC ARCHIVE
CONNECTING SPACE AND TIMES

Vladimir Agafonov
Moscow — Russia

Abstracted from: A Letter to The International Conference, Yemen: Bridging the Gap between the Past and Present.
11 - 12.06.2007 Heidelberg University.

One of the ways to find cultural remains of the Late Antiquity in the modern Yemeni cultural heritage is that of paying more
attention to the Socotra oral folklore heritage, first of all to Socotra four-line “temethel” verses and prosaic folktales of various
kinds as well as the oldest legends of Soqotra. However, the best way to understand the unwritten heritage of Soqotra is
through studying the Soqotri language. It is one of the MSA living Semitic languages and exists in a number of local dialects,
each of which is a real language subsystem with its own distinctive features.

Since maritime activity in the Arabian Sea began to link the Ancient Mediterranean with South Arabia and Indian states, the
island has had a unique bridging role in specialized maritime technology and sailors’ practice.

1) Until Late Antiquity Soqotra was a very important producer and supplier of sacred resins of incense, myrrh, aloe and
dragon’s blood and some sea products (among them peal and amber) which were needed by both East and West. Thus,
Soqotra became a place were the merchants from the both sides met (as it was at least in the first century of A.D. according to
the 'Periplus of the Red Sea’). This allowed meeting of different cultures which have left their signs in Soqotran folklore.

2) In the Arabian Sea’s sailors’ practice - from ancient times to at least the beginning of the 19th century - Soqotra played an
important natural bridging role on the way from the Red Sea to India, being a guaranteed place of fresh water, food, repair and
rest. Even such a great seaport as Aden had water supply problems until the beginning of the 20th century. Local people had
close contact with visiting sailors and exchanged technology, ideas and words which have made their way into the Soqotri
language of today.

3) Since at least the fourth century B.C. the island of Soqotra was a target of political and religious expansions, initially from
Ancient India and Greece and then from Ancient South Arabian frankincense monarchies. Finally, Sogotra was known as a
bridgehead of Christianity to the south from the first to the 17" century A.D. Some of this Christian heritage has also made an
appearance in the island’s folklore.

Soqotri, although its place is still not clear in the Semitic languages classification tree, is now considered by some scientists
as the oldest language among the Modern Semitic living languages and possibly the most close (through the West or South
Semitic branch) to Proto-Semitic. This means that Soqotri as a language system is not far from Classical Arabic, which may
help to encourage a new generation of Modern Semitic field researchers to pay more attention to this endangered language.

However, our concern over the lack of new Soqotri language field research activity is related not only to the interests of the
Semitistics: the most urgent matter now is the conservation of the Soqotri folklore heritage. The reason is clear. The traditional
isolated life of Soqotrans, including highlanders, is under strong pressure from modernization. Unless the language itself
demonstrates its ability to function inside the rapidly changing cultural environment, the oldest and the most valuable strata of
the Soqotran folklore heritage — “the Soqgotran oral heritage archive” secured by the Soqotran people through the millennia -
could be lost with the loss of traditional ways of life. Already, difficulties in understanding of the archaic words and idioms are
an increasing problem. All this may cause the loss of a large oral unwritten “library” that contains the unique language corpus,
the developed folklore poetry and prose tradition and the abundant evidence of cross-cultural contacts for which Soqotra
played a bridging role through space and times.
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NEW BIRDS ON SOCOTRA IN 2007

Richard Porter, BirdLife International

2007 saw a staggering 17 species added to the Socotra list bringing it to over 210. In February a pair of Harlequin Quail was
discovered on the Ma’alih Plateau in the west of the island. During sea trips between 25- 27 September off the north coast of
the island Black-bellied Storm Petrel, Sooty Noddy and Great Frigatebird were observed, the frigatebird and noddy also being
new records for Yemen. In this period a migrant juvenile Red-backed Shrike arrived on the island.

During the week 12 — 19 October eight new birds were discovered: A Willow Warbler was watched in mangroves on the west
coast on 15", a Corncrake and Sedge Warbler discovered at Wadi Zirage on the 17" on which date three Common
Nightingales were found on the Haggier slopes. There was a Desert Whitethroat at Khor Sirhan on the 18" and a Little Crake
there on the 19"™ Finally three Rufous-tailed Rock Thrushes were recorded between 12" and 16" in two localities and single
Ortolan Buntings watched on the north coast on 12 and 16 October.

On the 2™ and 3™ of November a cyclone passed close by the island and an off-shoot brought heavy rain, wind and raging
seas. This resulted in some remarkable records. A Short-eared Owl was found freshly dead at Qalansiya on the 2 Nov and a
live bird observed on the Nogid Plain on the 3 on which date 15 Hobbies were recorded over Hadibu town and Khor Sirhan
along with two Alpine Swifts. At this time the number of migrant Blue-cheeked Bee-eaters on the island totalled over 2,000;
they were simply everywhere. On 6 November a Common Kingfisher was added to both the Socotra and Yemen list.

But the most amazing record of all was on 10-11 Nov when six Collocalia swiftlets were found and photographed over Diksam.
Although still being finally assessed, there is little doubt these were Himalayan Swiftlets (Collocalia brevirostris).

Anyone wishing to keep up to date with the latest checklist of birds on Socotra should visit the SCDP website:
www.socotraisland.org

(with grateful thanks to Ahmed Saeed Suliman, Hugh Buck and his party, Nick Moran and friends, and J-M Thiollay and his
wife who also provided their observations).

Common
Kingfisher—first
sighting for Socotra

Socotra Cormorant,
one of Socotra’s near
threatened species.

Blue cheeked
bee eater, one
of over 2,000 on
Soqotra
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A NOTE FROM THE FOS TREASURER

Dear Supporter of Friends of Soqotra,

At the FoS AGM in Ghent in September 2007 | was elected as the new Treasurer to
replace John Farrar who had been in the post for three years. He passed on very
well organised material from his time in charge of our finances and has
subsequently been a source of helpful advice and | would like to take this
opportunity on behalf of FoS to thank him.

With this copy of Tayf 5 there should be a Gift Aid Declaration Form (please let me
know if there is not and you would like one). This enables FoS to reclaim tax

on your subscription or on any donation you make to the charity providing that you
are a UK tax payer.

At the AGM it was decided that we would keep the subscriptions at the same rate
as previously (which is £20 or Euros 30 or $30). It was accepted that even at that
time these were not exact equivalents and this will be reviewed at the next AGM.
Non-sterling payments that reach me as a cheque currently involve a ridiculous
charge to the charity and it would be much preferable if these payments could be
made either in sterling or via Paypal. Paypal is available via the FoS website and
seems safe and secure (but in common with any such web transactions you should
be wary of any unsolicited enquiries concerning your account which purport to
come from Paypal).

To those who have paid their subscription much thanks and to those who have not
and wish to do so, then FoS would be delighted to receive it!

My address is: 7 Union Street, St Andrews, Fife, Scotland,KY16 9PQ and my e-mail
address is hctmorris@hotmail.com

Yours sincerely, Hugh Morris

WEBSITES

www.FriendsofSoqotra.org
www.Socotraisland.org/fund

The following websites also
provide information on the island:

http://rbgesuni.rbge.org.uk/Arabia/So
gotra/home/page01.html Royal
Botanic Garden Edinburgh. Plants,
panoramas and ethnobotany.

Socotran Golden Winged Grossbeak
on Croton. Photo: R. Porter 10/07

www. unirostock.de/fakult/manafak/bi

TAYF 4
PROFOUND APOLOGIES

| would like to extend my profound
apologies to all Tayf readers for the
delay in getting Tayf 4. The completed
English edition was sent to SCF at the
end of October 2006, but due to delays
in translation, printing and distribution it
was not received by all FoS members
until early 2008. | apologise for this
most profusely and new mechanisms
have been put in place from Tayf 5
which will hopefully ensure that this
does not happen in the future.

New arrangements will necessitate
translation and production in the UK,
and this may lead to some difficulties in
translation and Arabic layout, for which
we crave your indulgence. It was the
view of the FoS membership at the
2007 AGM that this was the most
sensible way to proceed. Tayf is the
major benefit for FOS member s and is
an important promotion tool, and a delay
in production is not acceptable. Again,
please accept my profound apologies
and assurances that | will do all in my
power to ensure that you get your
journal on time.

Sue Christie, Editor

TAYF

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS AND
REQUEST FOR
CONTRIBUTIONS

If you would like to include an article,
research note or notice in future issues
please send to:

drsuechristie@aol.com

ologie/wranik/socotra. University of

Rostock (Animals)

FRIENDS OF
SO0QOTRA WEBSITE

We use the Website to keep Members
and others informed of new
information and activities. If you
would like to include a note, article or
report on the Web, please get in touch
with John Farrar,
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www.soqgotra.info A personal view by
John Farrar.

www.yemen-protectedareas.org

If you know of other sites, please let
us know and we can publish them in
the next issue of Tayf.

Editing, design and layout by Sue
Christie

Arabic Translation provided by Isam
Edin Mohamed Ali, azol12@yahoo.com

Many thanks to all the contributors,
whose contact details are listed with
their articles or can be obtained from
the Editor. Articles without named
authors prepared by the Editor from
submitted material.
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SCF

www.socotraisland.org
Socotra Conservation Fund

Contacting SCF

SCF@socotraisland.org

Socotra

SCF, ¢/oEPA Building, Hadibu,
Tel: (+967) 5 660 579

Tel fax: (+967) 5 660253.

Sana’a
SCF,c/o SCDP OfficeP.O. Box16494,Sana'a, Tel:
(+967) 425310, Fax: (+967)425309

UnitedKingdom

SCF, Machpelah Works, Burnley Rd., Hebden
Bridge, WestYorkshire,HX7 8AU, Tel:
(+44)1422843807

SCF Committee
Chairman, Dr. Adelkareem Al Eryani
Email:aleryani@gmail.com

Company Secretary, Mr Abdelrahman Al Eryani
Email:aferyani@socotraisland.org

Treasurer, Dr. Anthony Milroy
Email:aridlands@3-c.coop

Director and Board Manager, Dr. Edoardo Zandri
Email:edzandri@socotraisland.org

Advisors
Dr. PaulScholte
ScholKerst@cs.com

(U.K.),Richard Porter
Email:richardporter@dialstart.net

CoreStaff
Site Manager, Malek Abdelaziz
Email:malek_asaad@yahoo.com

Assistant Manager (Socotra), Mr.Abdelateef
Saad Amer Email:ecosocotra@socotraisland.org

Accountants:(Socotra), Mr.AbdallaAli,(Sanaa),Mr
Ali MohammedZayed
Email:ali001x@socotraisland.org

SocotraEcotourismSociety
Tel: (+967) 05660132
Email:ecosocotra@socotraisland.org

SCF T-SHIRT

T-shirts, books and cups available for
sale at the Airport and Hadibu visitor
centres on Socotra.

T-shirts YR700—all proceeds to SCF.

FRIENDS OF
SOQOTRA

Friends of Soqotra (UK Charity
Number 1097546) was formed in
2001. Its distinctive rationale is
to bring together people with
backgrounds in scientific research
and those with a more general
interest and develops the
synergies between them in order
to:

® Promote the sustainable use and
conservation of the natural
environment of the Soqotra island
group

® Raise awareness of the
archipelago’s biodiversity and the
unique culture and language of
the islanders

® Help improve the quality of life
of the island communities and
support their traditional land
management practices.

SOCOTRA
CONSERVATION
FUND

The Socotra Conservation Fund is an
independent, not for profit
organisation dedicated to support
conservation and sustainable
development on the Island of Socotra.
The Fund is a non-governmental
organisation, born in Yemen in
November 2002 and registered

in the United Kingdom (Company No
4545975). The main objective of the
Socotra Conservation Fund is to
support community based
environmental projects on the Socotra
Archipelago.

The SCF aims to improve the lives of
the islanders through capacity building
and activities such as ecotourism
development and nature conservation
handicrafts. All our activities are
focused on sustainable development
for the Socotra Archipelago. The Fund
also supports the conservation and
protection of the unique
characteristics of the island and its
culture.
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Friends of Soqotra

Contacting FoS

FriendsofSoqotra@aol.com

General Correspondence (Company
Secretary): Sue Christie, 49 Carnbane Road,
Lisburn, BT27 5NG, Northern Ireland. Phone: +44
(0)2890 455770 or +44 (0)2892 682770 Fax: +44
(0) 2890 942151. Email: drsuechristie@aol.com

Chairman: Kay van Damme, University of Ghent,
Email: Laboratory of Aquatic Ecolocy,
Lederganckstr. 35, 9000 Ghent, Belgium. Email:
Kay.VanDamme@uGent.be

Country Representatives:

Germany: Wolfgang Wranik, FB Biologie
Universitat Rostock, Meeresbiologie, Albert Einstein
StraBe 3, 18051 Rostock. Tel. +381 498 6060 /
6058 FAX +381 498 6052.

Email: wolfgang.wranik@biologie.uni-rostock.de

Soqotra: Ali Salim Shukri Sowger. Ali Salim can be
contacted at P.O. Box 111, Soqotra, Republic of
Yemen, telephone 00 967 77112017

Oman: Issam Khamis Thabit Al Soqotri, P.O.B.
766, Area Code 211, Governorate of Dhofar,
Sultanate of Oman; telephone 00 968 99492584

The Gulf: Shukri Nuh Abdullah Al Harbi Di Kishin
has agreed to represent FoS in the Gulf to relieve
some of the pressure on Ahmad Sa‘ad Tahki
(formerly FoS representative for Oman and the
Gulf). P.0.B. 1590, ‘Ajman, U.A.E., telephone 00
97150 5775678 or 00 97150 2320808

Officers and Executive

Committee:
Chairman: Kay Van Damme, University
of Ghent, Belgium
Vice Chairman: Dr Miranda Morris,
University of St. Andrews, St Andrews,
Scotland
Secretary: Rowan Salim, Jordan
Membership Secretary: Dr Roderic
Dutton, Durham University, England
Treasurer: Dr Hugh Morris, St Andrews,
Scotland
Editor: Dr Sue Christie, NI Environment
Link, Northern Ireland. (Company
Secretary)
Executive Committee: (above, plus)
Diccon Alexander, London, England
Lisa Banfield, RBGE, Edinburgh, Scotland
Martin Coree, TRH Architects, London
John Dickson, Bristol, England
John Farrar, Hayle, Cornwall, England
Nick Jeffries, Ovarup, London
Sabina Knees, RBGE, Edinburgh, Scotland
Tony Miller, RBGE, Edinburgh, Scotland
Dr Dana Pietsch, Tubingen, Germany

25




Destruction to vegetation and natural habitats is massive along
poorly built roads, such as near Diksam, Oct 07.
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Blue-green algal growth at the
polluted stream of Erehen, 29 Oct 07.
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Sediment plume from erosion off Ras Heybaq is evident of the destructive road construction practices
widespread along Socotra’s coastal cliffs. Photo by Nadia Manasfi, 2 Nov 07.
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Christmas-tree worms
Spirobranchus giganteus
are commonly found on
massive Porites corals
around Socotra and
across much of the Indo-
Pacific. Photo by Hajnalka
Kovacs - Attila Siklosi
(aquaware.net).
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Some 8 m across, this enormous
colony of Porites at Samha is among
the largest known coral colonies from

the archipelago. Based on known

growth rates, it may be 500 years old.
Photo by L. DeVantier.
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Crown-of-thorns seastars
are voracious predators
of reef-building corals
across the Indo-Pacific
region. On Socotra,
these remain uncommon.
Photo by C. Cheung.
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SCF

www.socotraisland.org
Socotra Conservation Fund
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Friends of Soqotra
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Laboratory of Aquatic Ecolocy, Lederganckstr.
35, 9000 Ghent, Belgium
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